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TISD CHOSEN FOR TEXAS STEM GRANT PROGRAM  

Texarkana, TX – During their Tuesday, January 20, 2009, regular 
session, the Texarkana Independent School District Board of Trustees 
announced that TISD has been selected as a recipient of an $840,000 grant from 
the Texas Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (T-STEM) Academies 
Startup, Cycle 4 Grant Program.  This program is administered through the 
Texas High School Project whose partners include:  Texas Education Agency,    
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Michael & Susan Dell Foundation, 
Communities Foundation of Texas, Great Texas Partnership, Wallace 
Foundation, Office of the Governor and the Texas Legislature. 
 

“We are thrilled to receive the T-STEM grant from the Texas High School 
Project,” stated James Henry Russell, Superintendent of Schools.  “TISD is 
prepared to use the T-STEM grant to equip our students to compete in a world 
that requires more than static knowledge and current skills.  The leaders of 
tomorrow must be problem-solvers, innovators, and inventors who are self-reliant 
and able to think logically.  Today’s students not only will compete with 
classmates for jobs in the 21st century, but also they will compete against people 
from around the world.  Without academic rigor, our students will not be prepared 
to compete in this global society.”   
 

The purpose of the T-STEM Academies Startup, Cycle 4 Grant is to 
increase student achievement by engaging and exposing students to innovative 
instruction while simultaneously acting as demonstration sites to inform math and 
science teaching and learning statewide.  To that end, every academy will 
provide a rigorous, well-rounded education with outstanding science, math, 
English language arts, and social studies instruction and with technology 
integrated across the curriculum. 

 
TISD will develop STEM academies for students in grades 7 and 9 during 

the 2009-10 school year and will grow to serve students in grades 6-12 by the 
2012-2013 academic year.  Enrollment will not exceed 110 at each grade level.  
Applicants will be randomly selected through a lottery system. 
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The STEM Academies at Texas Middle School and Texas High School will 
be schools-within-schools.  Academy students will reside in distinctive wings of 
each campus allowing for the development of a school culture which expresses 
the uniqueness of the Academy program and the curriculum being offered.  The 
structure of the STEM Academy will be purposefully designed to retain students 
in the program.  The high degree of interactive involvement, the energized 
environment of the classroom, and the small school setting with quality 
relationships between students and teachers will create an environment for 
success. 

 
“TISD has achieved regional and national recognition for our development 

of a strong foundation for innovative STEM education and our Pre K-16 
collaborative with Texas A&M University - Texarkana,” commented Dr. James 
Grant, President of the TISD Board of Trustees.  “We are committed to building 
on state and local efforts to improve mathematics and science achievement 
among all students and focused on increasing the number of students who study 
and enter science, technology, engineering and mathematics careers.  We are 
also committed to a proactive and strategic approach to empower TISD 
educators with the tools needed to transform teaching and learning methods for 
the new century.” 

 
TISD will build into the academy design a second Professional 

Development School (PDS) in partnership with Texas A&M University – 
Texarkana.  Their first PDS program at Westlawn Elementary School received an 
American School Board Journal Magna Award for providing a teacher 
preparation program that gives future teachers the knowledge, skills and 
experience they need to be successful in challenging public schools settings and 
for its ability to be duplicated in other school districts.  The STEM PDS program 
will pair an intern with a master academy math teacher and science teacher in an 
effort for TISD to “grow their own” STEM teachers for the school district and to 
provide additional support for teachers through team teaching and facilitation. 
 

Academy applications for current 6th grade students to enroll in the          
7th grade academy will be offered during the 7th Grade Scheduling and Course 
Selection Orientation which will be held on Monday, February 9 in the Texas 
Middle School Black Box Theatre.  For students with last name A-M, orientation 
will be held at 6:00 p.m., and for students with last name N-Z, the orientation will 
be at 7:00 p.m.   

 
Academy applications for current 8th grade students to enroll in the STEM 

Academy will be made available beginning Tuesday, January 27.  
Parents/Guardians can visit www.txkisd.net for on-line applications, contact     
Jean Ham, 8th Grade Counselor, at Texas Middle School (903.793.5631 ext. 
3541) or Laura Marlowe, Associate Principal, at Texas High School 
(903.794.3891 ext. 2525).  Completed applications are due on Friday, March 13. 
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